FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 14, 2025, 8:30 AM
September 17, 2025, 7:00 PM

The Lord's Supper at St. Paul
God’s Word teaches the real presence of Christ’s body and blood invisibly in, with, and
under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. We take seriously the spiritual care
of those who commune at our altar. It is important that every partaker must be a
baptized Christian and come with repentant faith. The Word of God states that no one
offend against Christ and His Word by denying His true presence and its promise and
seal of forgiveness. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood
unworthily do so to their great harm (see 1 Cor. 11:27-29), and because Holy
Communion is a confession of what is taught and believed at this altar (1 Cor. 11:26),
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession (beliefs) differing
from that of this congregation (that is, belong to another church body or denomination)
and yet desire to receive the sacrament, should first speak with the pastor before
communing. As a courtesy, guests from sister congregations of the LCMS or from
congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) are also asked
to introduce themselves to the pastor before communing.

As We Gather

The charge against Jesus was always the same—He keeps
the wrong company. But Jesus has come for sinners, and
if you are not a sinner, He does not have anything for
you. To emphasize why He has come, our Lord tells the
stories of ninety-nine sheep left behind to find one who is
lost and a woman who rejoices over finding one lost
coin. You are that lost sheep and lost coin for whom
Christ has come and in whom heaven rejoices. Jesus has
come for you and for you He has offered Himself upon the cross and been laid
in the tomb. This is the heavenly joy of the angels above, and it is our earthly
joy as well. Christ came for us!

Preservice Music
Welcome

Hymn of Invocation: 532 “The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns”



Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23]
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 30:2-5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b
You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, | will give thanks to you forever!
O LORrRD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.



For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LorD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!

Kyrie 74 Mark 10:47
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Proper 19 (Year C)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure.
Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You,
rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-24

""“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep
and will seek them out. "*As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among
his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will
rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. >And | will bring them out from the peoples and
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And
| will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie
down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. °I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself
will make them lie down, declares the Lord GoD. '°l will seek the lost, and |
will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them
In justice.

7% As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, | judge between
sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. '®ls it not enough for you to
feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of
your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the
water with your feet? ""And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with
your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?

*%Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, | myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. *'Because you push with side and
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered
them abroad, ** will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And |
will judge between sheep and sheep. *’And | will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and
be their shepherd. **And |, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them. | am the LORD; | have spoken.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:5-17

°The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good
conscience and a sincere faith. °Certain persons, by swerving from these,
have wandered away into vain discussion, “desiring to be teachers of the law,
without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which
they make confident assertions.

’Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, “understanding
this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and
disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for
those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, '°the sexually
immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and
whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, ''in accordance with the glorious
gospel of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.

"?| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, “though formerly | was a
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy
because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, "*and the grace of our Lord
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. °The
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. '*But | received
mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display
his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for
eternal life. "To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse J3 John 6:68
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.



Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus].
*And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives
sinners and eats with them.”

’So he told them this parable: *“What man of you, having a hundred sheep,
if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? >’And when he has found it,
he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. °And when he comes home, he calls
together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for |
have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance.

%Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not
light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? °And
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.” °Just so, | tell you,
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
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who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life = of the world to come. Amen.

Children's Hymn of the Month “Mighty God”

(Chorus, Verse, Chorus, Verse, Chorus)
Oh-O I've got a mighty God So-O awesome is He
Oh-O I've got a mighty God So awesome is He.

He created the sky He created the sea.
He created the mountains.
He created me. Chorus:

My God walks on the water Makes the blind man see
He turned the water into wine
My God died for me. Chorus:

Children's Object Lesson

Hymn of the Day: 609 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”



Sermon

Offering
(Please fill out the fellowship pad in the pew.)

Offertory &3 Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Installation of Sunday School Teachers and Support Staff

Prayer of the Church

Preface 74 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus J¢ Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:913



The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini 74 John 20:19
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei &3 John 1:29

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution of the Sacrament
(Visitors, please read the statement at the beginning of this service folder)

Distribution Hymn: 864 “Shepherd of Tender Youth”
Distribution Hymn: 710 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want”

Thank the Lord &3 [Psalm 105:1-3, 42-43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10]
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray...
Amen.

Benediction /7 Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart: 837 “Lift High the Cross” sts. ref—6

Leaving



Offering
(Wednesday - The offering plates are in the back of the church.)
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